Four Grand Worldviews: Organic, Celestial, Big Machine, Deep Web

	
	Organic
	Celestial
	Big Machine
	Deep Web

	Historical Span
	Prehistory – 12000 BC
	9000 BC– 1500
	1500 – 1910
	1910 - Today

	Parallel Names
	Paleolithic/Mesolithic
	Ancient/Feudal
	Modernity
	Post-Colonial*

	Primary Fantasy
	Containment
	Height
	Breadth
	Conjunction

	Developmental Task
	Appreciation
	Ascension
	Expansion
	Participation

	Archetypal Position
	Lunar
	Solar
	Solar
	Solar-Lunar


* Also includes Macy’s Great Turning, Spretnak’s ecological postmodernity, Korten’s Earth Community.


Some key Organic figures/events:

· Stone Age (Homo sapiens rises 200,000 years ago)

· Worldwide migrations begin (50,000 BCE)

· First small villages (25,000 BCE)

· Cave paintings at Lascaux (16,000 BCE)

· Neolithic (10,000-3300 BCE)

· Bronze Age (3300-1200 BCE)

· Iron Age (1200-700 CE)

	Transitions to the Celestial worldview:

· Smithing and increasing complexity in crafts.

· Writing, mathematics, and various technologies arising from the Agricultural Revolution.

· Earth goddesses replaced by sky gods.

· Centralization of power.

· Soaring populations near agricultural areas.

· Urbanization.

· Power hierarchies.

· Specialization of roles, labor.

· Organized warfare: troops under command of officers. (The oldest archeological evidence for this type of warfare is only about 10,000 years old.)


	Attributes of the Celestial:

· Sharply defined gender roles

· Divinization of leaders, who are seen as gods or as appointed by gods

· Power hierarchies with peasants on the bottom

· Institutionalized religion

· Religion allied with force (priests and war chiefs)

· Rising importance of money

· Matter/earth seen as lower, suspect, unimportant

· Otherworldly emphasized as power gathered up in this world

· Age of Empires, empire psychology

· Age of Exploration: Columbus, Cortez, Pizarro, etc.: the quest for rejuvenation (for home)

· Consciousness paradigms: dualism, with spiritual pole uppermost, and idealism




Some Key Celestial figures/events:

· 9000 BCE: monocrop agriculture and urbanization.

· 2400 BCE:  Sargon I conquers Sumer, founds the first empire. Ningal the moon goddess is said to have deserted the city of war-torn Ur.

· 2,000 BCE: the first metal money.

· 1800 BCE:  in myth Marduk (builder of Babylon, among the first definable battle heroes; his spear is named “Security and Obedience”) slays the feminine Tiamat.

· 1350 BCE: Akhenaten (Amenhotep IV) of Egypt ignites monotheism by declaring the sun to be the One God.

· 700 BCE: consolidation of empires, urbanization, Hebrew prophets. Zoroaster, Persian dualism, good vs. evil.

· 5th century BCE pre-Socratics: everything made of arche, one substance/essence/principle.

· 428-348 BCE: Plato's dualism, critical thinking (see Havelock's Preface to Plato).

· 356–323 BCE: Alexander the Great sweeps Greek culture across Europe; huge cosmopolitan shift with dawning awareness of multiple perspectives across the globe.

· 500 BCE – 33: Buddha, Lao Tze, Chuang Tzu, Master Kong (Confucious), Jesus.

· Alexandrian Library under Hypatia; rise of Rome; Warring States period in China.

· Gnosticism introduces a mythology that puts human beings in the center; women are revered and treated as equals; Eve and Mary Magdalene are considered spiritual masters.

· The legalist wing of Christianity claims descent from Peter and becomes dominant.

· In 325, bishops (literally “overseers”) of the first Council of Nicaea convene in Asia Minor to hammer out Christian dogma, Christianity having become the state religion of Rome under Constantine. Four gospels are selected.

· 410: Visigoths invade the city of Rome, ending the Western Roman Empire. Rome withdraws from Britain as Saxons and various Germanic tribes arrive and settle.

· Celestial vs. Organic: missionaries war on and convert pagans across the world. Rise of Islam (Muhammad of Mecca born 570). Religion becomes an antidote to urban fragmentation and cosmopolitan anxiety by offering a universal creed and sense of home. Emphasis on individual salvation.

· 1000: population goes up, agriculture improves, as does trade, cities and towns emerge, guilds of workmen, a merchant class, rise in desire for learning and founding of universities; Cathars, St. Francis, troubadours.

· 1098-1179: Hildegard of Bingen, mystic, scientist, and polymath.

· 1215: first version of the Magna Carta (Great Charter) limiting the authority of King John of England and paving the way to constitutional government.

· 1227: Temujin (Genghis Khan) dies after uniting Mongolia and instituting the Yassa, a written legal code.

· 12th and 13th centuries: Aristotle rediscovered, preserved by Muslims and Byzantines. Swing begins toward importance of THIS world. 

· 1225 – 1274: Aquinas: nature as grasped by reason can teach us appreciation of the divine. Reason can serve faith. (Tried to unite the Greek and Christian worlds.) Rise of Scholasticism. 

· 1321: Dante publishes the Divine Comedy. Its imaging of Hell will persist for centuries.

· 1346: the Battle of Crécy marks the start of the end of chivalry as the longbow conquers armored troops.

· 1448: Johannes Gutenberg's printing press. Other inventions moving from East to West: the compass, allowing vast sea journeys; gunpowder; the mechanical clock. 

	Transitions to the Big Machine worldview:

· Aristotle's rediscovered emphasis on logic, empiricism, and natural science.

· Alchemical research.

· Scholasticism sets the stage for the ascendancy of reason and abstract science.

· 1216: the Hostmen of Newcastle monopolize coal.

· Father William of Occam (1285-1348).

· Petrarch (1304-1374), the educator of Europe in classical thought and humanism.

· The Italian Renaissance.

· Invention of the printing press.

· Henry VIII’s 1536 disbanding of monasteries.


	Attributes of the Big Machine:

· Skepticism

· Abstraction

· Stability

· Totality

· Quantification

· Rationality/reason

· Homogeneity

· Atomization

· Resistance to “divine” authority of every kind

· Atheism as God retreats from His creation and humans take on the roles of creator and master of nature

· Consciousness paradigms: dualism (Descartes), parallelism, epiphenomenalism, materialism




Some Key Big Machine figures/events:

· 1400s: Filippo Brunelleschi and Leon Alberti of Florence invent linear perspective.

· 1517: Luther's 95 Theses fighting against the Catholic Church on behalf of spiritual freedom.

· Scientific revolutions: Copernicus (published 1543), Galileo (looked through his telescope in 1609, de-celestialized the heavens, said science should be quantitative), Bacon (1620: science should eliminate subjective bias), Descartes (1637: Discourse: “I think, therefore I am...”)....

· 1602: the Dutch East India Company becomes the first to issue stocks and bonds.

· 1611: Shakespeare writes and acts in The Tempest, a motif of which is the end of the age of magic.

· 1648: The Peace of Westphalia (in eastern Germany) resulted from the first modern diplomatic congress and initiated a new order in central Europe based on the concept of state sovereignty, under a sovereign. Rise of the nation state. 

· 1687: Newton creates modern physics by publishing his Principia Mathematica.

· 1765: Scottish engineer James Watt designs an improved commercial steam engine. The resulting Industrial Revolution is funded in part from treasure looted from the New World.

· 1776: US Declaration of Independence, Constitution: “We the People...”

· 1792: Mary Wollstonecraft publishes A Vindication of the Rights of Women. Her daughter Mary Shelley published Frankenstein: A Modern Prometheus in 1818. 

· 1793: Eli Whitney's cotton gin to clean cotton; idea thought up by Catherine Littlefield Greene.

· 1828: death of Shaka, who united the Zulus.

· 1848: Engels and Marx expose what Tarnas calls the “social unconscious” in Das Kapital. Seneca Falls convention organized by Lucretia Mott; Declaration of Sentiments by Elizabeth Cady Stanton afterwards.

· 1859: Darwin's Origin of Species. Oil discovered at Titusville in Pennsylvania.

· 1860: Civil War and Lincoln's opposition to slavery (“I'm going to hit that thing...”).

· 1867: the Meiji Restoration ends the feudal shogunate and begins to modernize Japan.

· The Winchester Model 1873 becomes the repeating rifle that aids the US Army against Native Americans.

· 1879: Wilhelm Wundt sets up the first psychological laboratory (in Leipzig). William James at Harvard.

· 1885: Karl Benz puts a combustion engine into the first automobiles. 

· 1886: Santa Clara County v. Southern Pacific Railroad Company: rise of the corporation.

· 1906: Standard Oil Company under John D. Rockefeller: rise of the monopoly and of globalization. 

· 1909: the Haber-Bosch process (1909) starts the Green Revolution by pumping nitrates from poison gas into the soil to grow monocrops.

· 1914: World War I puts a bloody end to Enlightenment optimism and faith in disembodied reason.

· 1920: the dividing up of Iran and Iraq by Britain and France for oil galvanize Arab nationalism and Muslim jihad.

· 1920s: a secret coalition of General Motors, Firestone, Greyhound, Standard Oil, and other companies buy up electric trolleys all over the U.S. and replace them with gasoline buses and trucks.

· 1940s: WW II, existentialism.

· 1944: Breton Woods meeting of nation-states founds the World Bank and the IMF for international borrowing.

· 1945: atomic weapons tested at Trinity and dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

· 1950s: Cold War, nuclear threat.

	Transitions to the Deep Web worldview:

· 1600: Jacob Bohme looks at a beam of sunlight and realizes the world is full of spirit.

· 1793: William Blake composes The Marriage of Heaven and Hell. Goethe, Schelling, Coleridge, Wordsworth, Holderlin, Byron, Shelley, Keats, and Baron von Humboldt fire a Romanticism that sees meaning in nature and emphasizes the subjective.

· 1805: Beethoven's Fifth Symphony announces the Romantic movement in music.

· 1850s-80s: Pierre Janet works with dissociation, hysteria, founds a psychology of the unconscious.

· 1866: “ecology” coined by Ernest Haeckel.

· 1885: “God is dead.” – Nietzsche. 

· 1900: Freud publishes The Interpretation of Dreams. The cries of women diagnosed with “hysteria” in Europe herald the return of the repressed (the feminine, the unconscious, the body), and the first significant crackings of the Big Machine.

· 1903: McClure’s praises the US web of trolley lines, a network of clean energy connections.


	Attributes of the Deep Web:

· Information as the “solar energy” of institutions (Margaret Wheatley)

· Networking rather than hierarchy

· Polycentricity

· Ecosystem view of nature

· Reconstructive postmodernity

· Egalitarianism

· Holism emphasized more than parts

· Participation more than distance; “objectivity” seen as a fantasy

· Working practices over grand narratives

· Process over fixed structures (e.g., the personality as a self-structuralizing flow, not an object)

· Quality over quantity

· Creative conjoining of the organic with the inorganic 

· Wisdom of the body and of nature

· Experimentation in lieu of certainty




Some Key Deep Web Figures/Events:

· From Newton to relativity (1905) to quantum physics: a massive erasure of scientific certainty (e.g., 95% of universe compose of dark matter; most mathematical laws apply only to linear systems).

· 1910: field theory, Gestalt psych, liberation movements, “depth psychology,” stirrings of environmentalism in US.

· 1913: Bohr model of the atom as a solar system of revolving interdependent bodies, layered.

· 1920: 19th Amendment gets the vote for women. Equal Rights Amendment proposed in 1923.

· 1921: Mohandis Gandhi assumes effective control of the Indian National Congress.

· 1920s: postmodernity starts in the art world, picked up speed (with existentialism) after WW II. 

· 1926: Jan Smuts' book Holism and Evolution.

· 1927: Jung starts his “confrontation with the unconscious.”

· 1945: founding of the United Nations.

· 1953: Simone de Beauvoir publishes The Second Sex.

· 1955: Teilhard de Chardin's The Phenomenon of Man argues that everything, even matter, has a “within” or interior.

· 1960s: Civil Rights Movement, transplantation of Far Eastern spiritual practices. 

· 1962: Rachel Carson's Silent Spring reinvigorates the environmental movement in the US.

· 1969: humans land on the Moon, see the Earth as a whole from space.

· 1974: the Chipko movement in India.

· 1970s: deconstructive postmodernity.

· 1988: Vandana Shiva publishes Staying Alive.

· Earth Charter (1997), Ecopsychology, chaos and complexity theory. 

· Deep Web consciousness paradigms: systemic emergence, panpsychism.

· Resurgence: Ecology, Deep Ecology, Macy’s Great Turning, Terrapsychology, Gaia theory.

In Summary:

The passage of paradigms is not a linear development, but a coloring in of different parts of the collective mind. Rhythm, nature, world, and Spirit remain present through every shift as the archetypal images at the core of each paradigm continually ask to be dreamed onward into new cultural stories—in other words, new myths—that make sense of our place in the world. 

These grand worldviews are functional examples of paradigms. Paradigms are the mental-cultural oceans we swim in: invisible until we step back and examine them to avoid being not only culture-bound but era-bound.





At best these dominant constructs frame our experience and help us relate to ourselves, each other, and the world; but they eventually wear out and need to be outgrown.





Each great epochal transformation in the history of the Western mind appears to have been initiated by a kind of archetypal sacrifice. – Richard Tarnas, The Passion of the Western Mind, p. 395


�
Attributes of the Organic Worldview:


Nature as sacred (ancient roots of Shinto in Japan, Taoism in China)


Highly developed/differentiated awareness of natural world, resources


Kinship with animals


Relation to Earth as child to mother


Often matriarchal


Community emphasized over individual


Emphasis on tradition, ancient ritual, ancestry


Ceremonies used for initiation into adulthood


Absence of organized warfare


Craft over technology


Polytheism; real paganism


Dream as a source of insight and wisdom


Story- and land-based
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